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moſt cogent ent the Jews have em- : 


'- ployed on this occaſion, France has long 
| known that precious metal tobe alm 
5 England, and that there every thing 
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virtue. Lou are much p eaſed with t 

politeneſs of king Georges miniſters; not 
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TN ſpi ite of all our 1 05 and: promiſes, 
I in foire of all the lies of the oo, t 
: London, we look upon a war as unayoid- 
able; but without the leaſt alarm. The 
hearts of all the Indians are ours; we 
have ſtout ſhips, a ſtrong army, and good 
friends, Lord Albemarle, who minds 
his pleaſure more than his politics, has 7 
however, preſented a long memorial, I 
complaining, that at the inſtigation of. 
the French, the American ſavages have 
begun to attack his nation. It isa fad thing 
| that ſo ſolid a people cannot make itſelf 
beloved, and ſhameful to complain of 
ſuch incapacity. This memorial deſerved 
no ſerious anſwer, and has had none. The 
ſaid ambaſſador has alſo complained that 
France ſhould be building ſhips; a com- 
plaint, which merited and met with juſt 
as ſerious an anſwer as the other. The 
king relies upon your zeal, your lights, 
and your vigilance, in this critical Juncture; 8 
read, mark, learn every thing. The 
| Engliſh are not very. cunning ; 10 8 
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1 how og is * 1 of — 
Kings and of the great: I abſolutely bee: 
lieve a groom happier. than his maſter. 
How. dear- bought are the pomp, the glo- 
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ry, and all the gaudy. gewgaws, which mM — 

77183 |. Fog world, is ſtupid, enough to envy: 8 
| 203 For my part, I ſhall. own to you, that I 

78901 have not had fix pleaſant moments ſince I 

1 have been here. Every- body ſtrives to 
9128 pleaſe me,. and almoſt every-body dif: 

fork pleaſes me. The moſt ſprightly conver- 

N lations, give me the head-ake , I gape in 
bat the heart of entertainments, and conſtant 
81 experience teaches me, that vanity has no 
e happineſs; yet the cup, bitter as it is, 1 y 
2 4x7 muſt ſwallow, ſince I have taken it. The 
E T. king is well, but he tires like other folks; 

ii and. the. ſquabbles of the clergy with the 
63 parliament, conduce nothing to his good= 
AA humour The mimifters" ſtrain hard to 
od 888 up matters; but the OY will nt 
1 75 4 4 . bate =” 


2 * BY bes 85 
Fs baht 1 hair s-breadth. I, cannot, howe- 
ver, imagine their confeſlion-tickets to be 
ſo very neceffary, or that God will baniſn 
an honeſt man his preſence, who dies 
without their paſſpor ts.” I perſuade myſelf, 
on the contrary, por they are, for the 
moſt part, vain, ambitious, bad ſubjects to 
their king, andbad ſervants to their God. 
But their credit is, un fortunarely,'fo high, 
for the ſacredneſs of their character, and 
the fair cloke of religion, that one ſees 
ones· ſelf: obliged to keep meaſures with 
them. The king is duly ſenſible that the 
liament maintains the rights | of his 
crown againſt the clergy, Who want td 
be independent; yet he finds Himfelf, in 
a manner, forced to puniſh his friends, 5 
and to careſs his enemies. Such is the 
caſe of thoſe gods of the earth, adored at 
once and deſpiled. Theſe quarrels affect 
not you, my dear friend, remote as you 
are from the ſcene; but me they do af. 
flict, becauſe they afflict the beft of 
kings. Pray we God to pour into his 
miniſters the ſpirit of peace and charity. 
Have you ſeen our count“? I charged 
8 with a final commiſſion : "he" W>. 
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excellent at thoſe little thi 
J have another to give e lil "3 
importance: I know his talents, and "1 
muſt employ them:. talk to- him; Iem 
brace you. ten my. „ N . 
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E - us have n no ME thanks, fie r: 
had I known a more proper perſon 
than you, I ſhould have recommended 
him. Expreſs your gratitude to the king, 
by doing better than your predeceſſors ; 
that will be the fineſt compliment, and. 
the only one” I expect from you. Great 
integrity, and great talents, are, eſpeci- 
ally at preſent, indiſpenſable, for an em- 
ployment of ſuch importance; and for 
this reaſon have you been cholch. Some 
there are who pretend it impoſſible for 
France to have a good marine, or long 
8 preſerve 1 it; nay, they tell you it might 
produce a revolution inf the government; 
8 thine at leaſt the royal authority would 
_ . - ſuffer from it; that a great marine, and 
great trade, which is the conſequence of + 
it, ſuppoſe the liberty of the ſubject, as 
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the ſtate, Do you think, fir, that 5 


to me a bad excuſe for former miniſters, 


important, as the moſt difficult; the 


wonder that a woman ſhould talk of all = 


elevation is à recent inſtance. In the 
honor, and me. Farewel, fir, I Wi 
mine wiſh you a bad one. 
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„ 
in a mixt monarchy like England, or in 
a republic like Holland. Were that the 
caſe, there were not a ſyllable to be ſaid. 

I ſhould not be overjoyed to {ee the king 
deſcend from his throne, and from abſo- 
lute maſter, to become the firſt avg, of | 
French are made for liberty, or that thoſe 
fine reaſonings are reaſonable? It appears 


and cannot be a good one for their ſucceſ- 

ſors. Proceed, therefore, fir,” with zeal, 
and make the French name reſpected in 
either ſea. Your department is the moſt 


maſter at ſea is maſter at land. You will 
that; but my ſituation is ſingular in every 
thing, like my fortune. I have found 
more than once that women may be in 
the right, and give good couaſe] ;. your A 


name of God and of France, do yourſelf 


you as good ſucceſs, as your enemies and - 
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Ol R. I can do nothing in the matter of 
che Encyclopedia Dictionary; that book 
is ſaid to contain maxims contrary. to reli- 
gion and the king's authority: if ſo, the 
book ſhould be burnt; if not ſo, the ca- 

lumniators. But unfortunately your accu- 

_ . ſersareeccleſiaftics, and they will not be 
in the wrong. I know not what to think 
of all this; but I know; what to do, and 
that is to do nothing: prieſts are too dan- 
gerous antagoniſts, Meantime every bo- 
dy ſpeaks well of you, eſteems your me- 
rit, honors your virtue, On theſe teſti- 
monies, ſo glorious to you, I believe you 
almoſt innocent, and ſhall rejoice to oblige _ 
you in aught elſe. The proſcription of 
the Encyclopedia, is a point reſolved upon 
the depoſition of the devotees, who are not 
always the moſt upright or moſt authentic - 
evidences in the world. If the book is 
not ſuch as they pronounce it, I cannot 
but pity you, and deteſt hypocriſy and 
* falſe zeal, till you afford me a happier op- 
pPortunity of doing you ſervice, cc. 
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March, 1754. 


Ss FT OWE you an anſwer, and make it with 7 4 
| | much pleaſure. You ſee that in a 
country not famed for memory, I do not 

forget my friends. There are ſome 

| people pleaſed to repreſent me as a haugh- 

ty intereſted woman, incapable of taſting 

and loving merit. You know how far 

ſuch verdicts are juſt: but I own' that 

= they grieve me, becauſe I know them 

unjuſt, and perhaps would grieve me 

more, knew I them otherwiſe: for in 

ſuch caſe, truth provokes more than falſe- 

= hood. 1 am not haughty, for I live fami- 

W liarly with thoſe I value: as for others, ! 

take no pleaſure in vexing or diſpleaſing 

them. F cannot be deemed intereſted, 

ſince I ſpend ſo much money, often to 

| oblige my enemies, and oftener the un- 

| grateful. Nor am I incapable of loving 
merit, tenderly as I love you, and ar- i 

den tly as I ſeize every opportunity of giv=-" _ * 7 

ing you demonſtrations. Very happy 1 
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 , am to have now found a new one: but 
do you know, madam, that I am mon- 
ſtrouſly angry? How dar you! mention 
to me the vacancy about the queen? Do 
| you fancy yourſelf. ever out of my head? 
I ought to puniſh you, by e : 
-  —-_ from you what has happened: but my 
| heart, which I always <0 will not 
let me. I inform you therefore that vo 
were named to that place, before Freceiv- 
eld your letter. I Will not tell you Who 
the perſon is that propoſed you, and has 
ſucceeded in it. Know only that it is a 
perſon wholly yours, and who will re- 
ceive no compliments. I helieve it may 
be proper for you to come quickly and! 5 
thank the king, as well as embracd me. 
- You will ſee here a tall raw-boned: d 
Jow * black as a devil, | hating, like 
Charles the twelfth, women and pleaſures; 
but fond like him to diſtraction, of war 
and glory. Ie did us much miſchief in 
the laſt war, and is come with an offer 
of his ſervices, to do as much to the 
Engliſh on the firſt occaſion, which wilt 
come OOO but. too ſoon. 0s "ie 5 


„„ FH; 8 
clude in order to go to ſupper, and then 
to the ſpleen. Farewel, my fair mar- 
chioneſs: love every body,; but m 
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O U made me hugh with your 1 i 


tle biſhop; is it indeed true that he 


oa amuſe himſelf in his coach with 
| flicking patches on the face of the fair 
dutcheſs? TI do not take that to be an 
epiſcopal function; but it is a pleaſing 


one, and much were it to be wiſhed, 
chat prieſts never did more harm. But 
38 the reverend fatber in Cod, let us 
talk o 

you love me ſtill more than you 


affection is become to me indiſpenſable: 
I languiſh when I do not ſee you. Let 


thoſe miſcreants, who pretend that women 
cannot love one another, come to us, and 


learn: I have many acquaintances, many 
* moſt humble ſervants of both ſexes, 


whom I ſee without pleaſure, and quit 
without regret. There muſt be a good 
heart, a ſprightly wit like yours, to 


_ Pleaſe me. The king is gone a hunting 


in the moſt outrageous weather; he laughs 1 


# * 


1 


ourſelves, my dear fiend. 'Do'-: 
id laſt 

week? For my part, I find I love yon 

more and more every day, and that your 
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and make the 


Ree 15 
at it, he has a 5 of iron. As for the 
puny. lords that are made of chewed 


paper, it is quite another "thing with = 


them. But they muſt follow their maſter, | 
beſt of it. During that 
time, as one muſt do ſomething, I ſaun- 
ter in my gallery, gaze at my pictures, 
yawn, and write. Do not yow think me 
very happy? Voltaire's new tragedy has 


been performed here? It is amazing that 


old fellow ſhould ſtill be getting children 
ſo beautiful and ſo vigorous. He is a 
none- ſuch, that Voltaire: nobody has 
more the knack, even at this . of 


making one either laugh er cry. 


pray, Madam, bring me your 
little Crs I will kiſs her, and will 


marry her for you, if you pleaſe. I dear- 
ly love her, becauſe 1 dearly: love what- 


ever belongs to you and "reſembles you. 
But I hear a noiſe : ſome! impertinents 


come to carry me to a petty ſupper, ane 
oblige me to break off my letter and m 


pleaſure. "To-morrow: I hope to reſume 
them. 

Getting out of bed, 1 begin wins with 
ing you a good morning. I foreſaw 1 


fhould have the ſpleen yeſterday; and 


gueſſed right, How wondrous well con- 
raved: are the decorums of the world! 
| The 
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The company did not pleaſe me: they 
were very civil, very inſipid people, 
laughed at all the fine things I had not 
ſaid, and would perſuade me in ſpite of 


my heart, that I wanted to ſhine among 


them. Take my: word, my dear, all 
flatterers are fools that imagine others 
like themſelves. There were alſo ſome 
fine women, who ſeemed to ſay to the 
men: Here is my face, admire it, What 

. torments, my dear counteſs, are thoſe _ 
petty ſuppers that are thought ſo pleaſing. 
and delightful! I am almoſt convinced 
that there is hardly a perſon preſent not 
ſtifling a yawn, when every one is cry- 


ing out, what joy! For my part, I there 
have none: but in compenſation, I never 


fail to catch a hearty ſpleen and a good 
Such is the pleaſant life I lead, 
and which I wiſh to all my enemies. 
There is no public news; but a world of 
private adventures, intrigu | 


head-ake. 


neſſes. I ſtill hear thoſe: who tattle them 


to me; but I deſpiſe them, and they no 
longer divert me as formerly: which 


makes me hope my heart mends. Why 


es, and mean- 


do you not bid me have done ? ' I ca : 
well ſuppoſe my letter long enough, though © 
not for myſelf: who love to write tõ you, 


yet at leaſt for you Whom I am tiring. 

Let me now read it over. Strange! 

Out one thing that 

approv x arks of friend- 

I give you. / All All chat part is good 

Ne 0 ie reſt, I Would 

adviſe you pot to, Ly, ad it had your de nok 
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zei. | 1766, 
O0 — my lord, 2 chari 


2 0 the duke of l 


over the motions of the Engliſh.- 


ſeems evident that they have ſome he 
they are making vaſt 


delign in- view : 
armaments in all their ports, they are 
tranſporting to America troops and ſtores. 


A | of every kind, Yer we think it extraor- 
| dinary that you ſhould: be conſtantly re- 
peating in all your diſpatches, that the 


king of England is ſtil our good friend, 
and has no ill intention ' againſt us. You 


know better than I that the whole ſecret 
of politics eonſiſts in lying properly, and 


that kings can tell lies like other men. It 


_ * were ſhameful that in thoſe matters a 
Frenchman ſhould prove the dupe of the 


Engliſh; and I am greatly afraid of your 
being ſo, unleſs you keep well on your 


guard, both. for your own reputation and 

There is, for -- 
inſtance, a certain general Braddock, 
who has commencedhoſtilities in America: 5 


the honor of your friends. 


aeg er. 
reſpondent for a woman :. but we 
are afraid you may not be watchful with. : 


* 


8 = 


red. to 


— 


act without orders; and if he has receiv- 


1 


ed any, you ſee that your good friends 


of England are knaves, and laugh at us. 


Fhings cannot remain as they are: we | 


ſhall quickly know what to depend og. 


But in the mean time I dread'your zerum- 


I ſhould be much grieved, as well on'your 
account as my own; for you know with 
what zeal I have ever been and ſhall ever 


ing abruptly hither, with the Thame "of 
being outwitted in politics by the worſt 
politicians upon earth. Did that happen, 


be difpoſed to ſerve you. T fafite you 


with all my heart: take care of 
glory and our intereſts. 
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ol peace, and without declaration of war! 
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V 15 . hat at Jan 8 
4 ord- duke, SPY. having. fir 7 705 5 
| deceived, yourſelf; z But it ſeems ftrarige | 
that you ſhould have been ſo. How is it 
pole that the king of England. ſhould 
have given an order ſo unjuſt and worthy 
the age .of Attila, without your having 
concaved, the ſmalleſt, ſuſpicion, of it} 
. Two- men of War and above three bun- 
dred merchant-ſhips ſeized in the midi 


After that, boaſt again the juſtice and 
humanity of the Engliſh. The king was 
amazed, and the whole nation is pro- 
voked: no mortal would ever kave be- 
lieved them capable of commencing war 
like the pirates of Algiers. Our miniſters 
are very ſenſible that all their repreſenta- 
tions to the court of London will be to 
no purpoſe; robbers do not take to re- 
| ſtore, Yet it is a procedure NN | 
ble to the glory of our ſovereign, e 
9 the forms of Juſtice even with the - 
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71 tbe bee, | June, : 1755. ; 
q THINK. with your excellency that 


you can no Tonger ſtay decently at 
London, and we hope to ſee you quickly 
Here. I know not what may be the event 
of this. war, but if fortune take the fide 
of juſtice, we have nothing to fear. Our 
marine is ſaid to be on a pretty good 
foot, and ſufficient to make head againſt 
the Engliſh: God grant it may! Yet 
2 een the promiſes and confi- 
dence of our miniſters, the king is not 
without uneaſineſs; nor is the nation. It 
is a ſea- war we are going to have, and 
the ſea does not ſeem the element of the 
French. It may even be ſaid tkat they 
love it not: be this as it will, we ſhall do 
what we can. Do not fail to bring with 
you an exact ſtate of the naval force of 
the Engliſh, the number of their * ſhips, 
of their ſailors, of their troops by ſea and 
land. Inform yourſelf with addreſs of 
their deſigns, of their negotiations with 
the princes of the continent, of their re- 
ſources, ſchemes, &c. Every body is 
BY | | 5 perſuaded 5 


1123 1 
path that” we ſhall have the ſuperio- 


l I rity by land, and of this there is all the 
hgh Lkcnhood! in Fe ſo that whatever 

8 loſſes we may ſuſtain by ſea, the continent 
755. 


will make us amends; and the worſt tat 


can come will be ſuch a peace as that of 
that 12 | Aix-la-chape lle, 1 as all | the powe 8, 
ly At J f "after being Fade "of men and tone * 
ickly found eee dretty nearly Where 
vent they had ſet ont: to the time of* making | 
ide eagle 18 paſt. It is ſuppoſed that . 
Our ring George has found himſelf forced to 
good | take 11 violent ſtep ſo eh to his 
ainſt honor: the merchants of London, by 
Yet ' their credit, their money, * "their Ch- 
onfi- mors, lead their Abele by e noſe, 
not And oblige him to make 7, U tever 
„ be his inclination for peace. Tou ſee, 
and | 1lord-diike, there are inconveniences 
the very whete : in abſclute monatchies, 
they king 0 do What ill they pleaſe; in mixt 
do f | Jamo ies, they. hn even do god. 
with On our part let 1 endeavor. always: to do 
e of ir, by eng and n our N 
ups, and our friends. F "Is 
* a eee 
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a. Jo Jugh, .thoigh, | by 
= 7 / an more e hey make leſs noiſe 
= than "hers and are _— alike ny 1 r 
= ; nene 

1 petty performances, . the tom & hin .of En 
2. and ſo forth, Were my delight. | 
= i His ſpirit of the laws, I had neither ritne, 
= nor perhaps capacity to read it: thoſe 

bf profound peruſals ſuit but few women. 

Neis ſaid to have left in your hands ſome 

ww intereſting papers; I doubt not of your g 


communicating them to the public, when 


time ſhall have afforded ſome abatement 


FI ; ; .Þ 
LORE 


— — 


2 _ 8 ** 
rr 
* * T Fs; ts 


g vin o your ant © The 1 manner in which 
Hils Ail you mourn your friends, ſhows how wor- 
z5htol Bd you [are to poſſeſs them. I have the 
| advantage of being in the number, and 
bis: is one of the; bleſſings that I value 
oft. If I can be of any uſe to you n 
his occaſion, deny me not, 3 the 
Fade 90 obbging you, 2 77 | 
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ou aſk” me, xadkm,” what weth 0:4 
doing -at Verſailles: we are talking 
politics, we are beating the Engliſh ; we 
re ſometimes thinking of peace too. Al 
pour heart is fond of thoſe topics, andi 
my head is unfortunately full of them 
let us have one quarter of an hour's 2 
friendly chat; after which, my fair du. 
cheſs, if your head akes, mou mg go Wo 
the play. i 
To begin then, I muſt tel 500 that 1 
the king is of a peaceful ternper, he has 
never forgot the leſſons his great grand 
father gave him on that ſubject, when he 
was but a child. Yet he finds himſelf 
this day forced to draw the ſword, in 
order to vindicate his honor and that off 3 
His crown. Were you to read in any 
© hiftory theſe words: © and the king off 
that people ſeiſed and confiſcated to 
6 his c own uſe and ſervice three hundred 
Mn | TO __ 7 "F 4 
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Lady of honor to the queen. 


{ol 


= Ty 
„ ſhips of a neighbouring 


nation, who 
vas carrying on her trade at fea under 
the protection of treaties; and all the 


men found on board were loaded with 
Ws <* irons and caſt into dungeons: you 
= would immediately aſk whether this did 
not happen among cannibals; never 


h; ve dreaming that it was the humane king of 
0. Aa humane people that atchieved the glo- 
s, and rious deed. It ſeems as if the ſavages of 


England had a juſtice, like a religion, 


them, © : : : 

hour of their own, which ſtops not their mo- 
ir du 8 deft mouths from calling upon general 
| go toll F juſtice. One would think however thoſe 
| fearleſs good folks embarraſſed at the very 


MM ſtep: they are making a ſtrange 


be : | pother in the north, to ſtir us up enemies, 
grand. and defenders for the territory of Hano- 
hen hei ver. That ſame ſweet country of Hano- 
nimſer ver puts me in mind of what Mr. de 


rd 2 | Maurepas ſaid jocularly one day, that it 
that of was doubtleſs in friendſhip to the French 
= that the Engliſh had ſet the illuſtrious 


i = houſe of Hanover on the throne, and 
ted ro taken for their king the laſt of the nine 
indted great vaſlals of the holy Roman empire. 
ſhips Till then they might almoſt hug them- 
ſelves that they had nothing to fear, but 
— the fall of the firmament. But now the 


| ; | muſt come and fight upon land to defend 
| C7: the 


it: 28 9 
the deſarts of that miſerable cloths; 


Ro they muſt exhauſt themſelves by cont» 


nental wars and alliances, till at length 
they ſink under the weight of their debts 
and (loſſes. The king is reſolved to ſet 
the Engliſh an example of juſtice and 
moderation. [Reſtitution of our ſhips 
will be demanded, and upon refuſal, the 
recourſe muſt be to the laſt argument of 
kings. It is believed the Dutch wil 


accept the neutrality that ſhall be offered i 


them: their treaties with our enemies are 
binding only in caſe of invaſion, and we 
have no thoughts of invading their iſland: 
there are other places enough where they 
- may meet with their match. 

Farewel, my dear dutcheſs, I am at 
the end of my politics: thoſe matters do 
not over- much become a fine woman. 
But ſor me, who am almoſt paſt my days 
of pleaſing, any occupation is proper, fo 
it keep me out of languor, and afford 
| 0 an opportunity of 8 ang I 
_10VC 
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LETTER XIII. 7 
a To OY rg of LOREM 1 : 1755. 


"OU have given us a piece of good 3 
neus; this converſion of the prince 
of Hefle is a miracle of grace and policy: 
thus God, in his unſearchable Wiſdom, 
makes fometimes uſe- of human means to 
work ſupernatural wonders. T hat good 
prince could never have turned catholic 
more ſeaſonably for us or for himſelf. 
The Engliſh will blaſpheme, and we ſhall 
bleſs heaven. But they ſay that the old 
duke, who is a devotee in his old faith, _ 
beholds with no great pleaſure the late 
conduct of his ſon, and it is feared may 
render it fruitleſs. After all, will not the 
young prince be maſter upon his father's 
death ? and who can then compel him to 
ſell his conſcience to the enemies of his 
new religion ? The Engliſh, and the fox 
of the north will doubtleſs make noiſe 
enough, and will not fail to urge the im- 
portant plea of the proteſtant religion, 


* Ambaſſador at Vienna. 


„ though 


OC ET WOE REIN IO TIES 


L981: 

though to hint it by the way, religion 
does not lie very near their hearts. But 
we muſt let them be bawling, and im- 
prove every mercy of Frobidee. 

I have you always in mind, my dear 
marquis; and beg of you to be perſua- 
ded that I ſhall let flip no opportunity. of 
obliging you, faithſul ſervant as I know 
you to the king and your friends, &c. 
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i | negotiation of the. PREVI in 
= as already ſuſpected. here, 
and our. 152 ers appear not much alarm- 
ed at it: What can king George do with 
we fifty thouſand barbarians he is bidding 
for? Beſides, we have other views here, 
and an equal wager might be laid that the 
czarina will ks a before ſix months go 
about, her treaty with king George, We 
are no longer in the days of laſting alli- 
ances, and the intereſts 155 the princes of 
Europe change now almoſt every new 
moon. We expect however that the 
prince of Heſſe, ſince, he muſt; ſell his 
= troops, will ſell them to honeſt buyers: 
= who can hinder him? We are always 
much pleaſed with you, and with. the 
diſpoſitions of the Dutch towards us. ;If- 
they had any diſtruſt, the king is readily 
diſpoſed to put Dunkirk into their hands 
till the peace, as a pledge of his honor. 
If they refuſe it, and reſt ſatisfied with 
his word, ey will do him Juſticez and 
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that will prove their E no "bad! op 


nion of us. 
I bad already heard of the fitie e 
5 of the marc of” Pom; ch, which 
are vendin olland. T ſuppoſe with 
you 7 that they come originally from Eng- 
ral as they are of palpable falſhoogs 
of the: groſſeſt ander and abuſe.” Ph. 
Engliſh are incapable of writing: th 
have more paſſion than reaſon. Be this 
as it may, were it poſſible to ſupprels that 
ſweet book, I ſhould not be 5 for my 
own fake and for the ſake of truth, whit 
ſhould in all things be regarded. True 
it is that none but Engliſhmen and foot- 
Rien can either read or credit it: but it is 
diſagreeable to prove the aſtime of En. 
gliſhimen and footmen. See, dear am- 
baſſador, what is to be Boas” and what 
can be done. I muſt however thank you 
for your letters and correſpondence: no- 
thing can be more entertaining to me, or 
more uſeful in my preſent ſituation. The 
king has a conſtant eſteem for you, who 
have ſerved with zeal and ſucceſs in a ve- 
Ty critical juncture: be affured you ſhall 
have no reaſon to repent it. The Dutch 
ambaſſador ſpeaks highly of you, ani 
Jays that you have in his country the 
Teputation of a man of honor, 9 | 


53 
2 
K 
6 
8 

i ; 

8 ; 
; 
| 
7 
, 


£ , — TX CS OFT? Sa * 0 BY 
nr Ne SI I ESR a 


P EFT ELD NE Os FEI 


. 


EB] 

of a great miniſter: * which is very lucky 

for the king's affairs, and gives great ſa. 

tisfaction to all who wifh you ſo well as I 

do, and neglect no occaſion of ſhowing 
it. e. e 
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LETTER „ 


25 madam Dozocaon 7 


TITH much gratitude do Iown 1 
pleaſure I received. in the poem 
vou ſent me. If the diſcovery of Chriſ⸗- 
topher Columbus had not eterniſed his 


memory, your verſes would render him 


immortal. You make him in love, as 


Eneas with his Dido. All that is gal- 


lant and natural: love is the paſſion of 


great men, and prompts them to merit 


glory, provided it turn not their head, 
Never was, I believe, Columbus ſo ſweet- 


ly ſung, or by ſo fine a mouth. You 


make him moreover an excellent chriſti- 


an; and fo he wants for no kind of me- 


rit. I know not what our good friend 


Voltaire will ſay: he has ſomewhere al- 


ſerted, that women are Capable of do- 


ing whatever men do, and that the 


only difference between the ſexes is 
that ours is more amiable, I am tempt- 
ed to believe him in the right, eſpe- 
cially after reading your columbiad; and 


J can well imagine him jealous; for! 
have obſcrved above a thoukand ver 


that. 
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E he 
that he muſt wiſh to have written. 
ford me, pray, madam, ., an. opportunity 
of waa you, and of expreſſing how 
truly 


I am, &c;* 
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. LET ag T 1 R ul. BY co 
5 Mr. Rovitis'* I 3 


OU know, fir, the king's rolbluricnl 5 
and muſt doubtleſs comply with it. 

I grant that the ſtep is rather mortifying 
and unneceſſary: the Engliſh have not 

ſeized our ſhips to reſtore them. Private 
perſons, - it is true, ſometimes have re- 
morſes; kings never. Write however to 
the miniſter Fox: that word is equivalent 
to renard. I wiſh he may not act like 
one. If the king is denied juſtice, all 
Europe will learn it with indignation, and 
we may take vengeance on pirates, with 
a certainty of being approved by all peo- 
ple and princes, who underſtand the laws 
of public equity and honor. Let your letter 
be moderate, but ſtrong, and worthy 
the ſovereign you ſerve. Mr. d' Afri 
writes me word that the Engliſh ambaſſa- 
dor at the Hague takes great pains to con- 
vince the Dutch that they are bound to 
. a& againſt us, and himſelf takes no leſs 


* 


Miniſter for the marine. 1 


37 1 


to convince * of the contrary; nor is 
it improbable that he may be better heard, 


having juſtice and reaſon on his ſide. 
The honeft goſſips of Henry IV. are too 
wiſe to embark in a war, Whence they 
could bring neither honor nor profit. 


They remember beſides, that the laſt 
coſt alem pretty dear, and ſo it is not 


thought they will depart from the ſage re- 


ſolution they have taken. Meantime, fir, in 
your department, which is without £1 Une 
the moſt delicate, omit no means of k 

ing fair with Mynbyrs + aſſure them in all 
your diſpatches and inſtructions of the 


King's eſteem and friendſhip. T hoſe lit- 


tle compliments are-nothing in themſelves, 
and. yet produce always good effects. 


The marquis of Louvois made twenty 
enemies to Lewis XIV. by his haughtineſs 
and inſolence towards foreign princes. 
Let us be ever modeſt, but without mean- 


neſs and without cowardice. Farewel, 


* 1 think nd $68 W well of you 
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1 the. b marſhal auke of BuuLeoLe; 


March, i 756. 


ou he . that the edel 
1 neys of Paris, in their idle chat, 
may ſometimes / ive good hints, and 
good counſels. You approve the ex- 
pedition of Minorca, and indeed it will 
be comical to go to a place where the 
Engliſh fo little expect us, inſtead of: go- 
ing to London, where they ſd dread-to 
ſee us. I do not know king George's mi- 
niſters: but thoſe folks have certainly loſt 
their ſenſes, and are become ſupremely 
- ridiculous. They know not what they 
would be at, or what they would not be 
at; and inſtead 'of preparing to attack, -as 


being the aggreſſors, they dream only of 


defending their country againſt an invaſi- 
on which they fear, but which they ought 

not to fear at leaſt till after a long unſuc- 
' ceſsful war. Every body allows Mr. de 
la Galiſſoniere to be the fitteſt man for 
commanding the Toulon-fleet; and be- 
ſides 1 is no great danger: thanks 0 


„% > 
the profound wiſdom of the Engliſh mi- 
niſtry, there are no enemies in the medi- 
terranean. . The duke of Richelieu has 
been recommended for the ſiege of Port- 
mahon. That man thinks himſelf fit for 
every thing, preſents himſelf to every 
| thing, and obtains every thing. He is 
a bold buſtler, and a good ſpeaker; he is 
= beloved and employed. God grant he 
= may ſucceed, though many people would 
be both ſurprized and forry! You have 
= good reaſon to ſay that the fituation of 
the poor prince of Heſſe is unlucky. The 
Engliſh by their intrigues and the fana- 
ticiſm of his own ſubjects, have compelled 
him to ſell them his troops. With this 
aſſiſtance and their Hanoverians, they will 
have an army in Germany; which will be 
commanded, they ſay, by the Duke of 
Cumberland: a general, who never beat 
any thing but a handful of Scots, and 
who will, I hope, be as great in Germany, 
as he was in Flanders during the late war. 
It is aſſured that our good friend the king 
of Pruſſia is on the point of accepting the 
= money proffered him by the Engliſh for 
= fighting his own battles: nor did he ever 
act any other part. It muſt be owned, 
marſhal, that a very odd war is prepar- 
ing. There was a private quarrel between 
1 „ 
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B and England, and that ſpark ſhalt 


kindle Europe. One would. think Juſtice 


and probity were made only for the peo- 


ple: princes ſet themſelves above them. 
Continue me your leſſons upon theſe. 
wretched politics, ſince, by the oddity 
of my fate, I am obliged to take part in 
them, and ſo to know ſomething about 


them. The king has great confidence in 


our judgment, and the nation beholds 
you with reverence. Direct us in theſe 
critical times, and ſulfil our hopes, &c. 
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LETTER, XVI. 


fo ub 1 the ble JErazes. 
bv 286 March, 17 56. 


ELIEVE. me, my ape 
V friend, it is not my fault that the 
marſhal has not the command of 
the. Minorca- expedition. But thoſe who 
have much art, prevail generally over 
thoſe who have only much merit. The 
duke of Richelieu has promiſed every 
thing, and for every thing his word has 
been taken. However, this is a ſmall 
matter, of two months at moſt. The 
marſhal will be employed on another 
ſtill more important occaſion, He is deſ- 
tined to command an army in Germany, 
and will have to do with an old acquaint- 
ance, the duke of Cumberland, whom I 
fancy he does not much fear. Count 
Saxe called that ſame duke a gaſcoon who - 
never kept his word: in fact, he had pro- 
miſed to come to Paris in 1145, or to eat 
bis boots: he did not come to Paris, he 
did not eat his boots, and you we ſtill look 
for him, 


J was 


C f 42 


1 was much grieved . the death of - 


your niece: a young perſon fo handſome 


and ſo virtuous, deſerved a longer life, if 


indeed life be a bleſſing, which I am. far 
from thinking it. I conceive and partake 
the pain N a \ loſs muſt have coſt you: 
why can I afford you no conſolation? We 


I defire more than any body for your owfi 


mtereſt and my peculiar ſatisfaction. 1 


ſalute you, madam, tenderly, and beg to 


be believed that I think of nothing but of 
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| 125 to ſee you ſoon at Verſailles. This 
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0 To the duke of BourLERs, | 1756. | 


FT RECEIVED this morning a beauti- i 
1 ful and important letter from you, and 
then another from Holland, in which 1 


am told that the Engliſh have been pro- 


claiming a general faſt to bring down the 


bleſſing of God upon their arms. I know 
not whether faſting be good for 
winning battles; but I do know that, 
in order to pleaſe God, we muſt not com- 


mit injuſtice, or pretend to make him 


partner in our crimes, I ſhall not faſt for 


the proſperity of France; but. I ſhall re- 
commend her to the juſtice of heaven and 
to the arms of our ſoldiers, Marſhal Tu- 
renne uſed to ſay that God was ever for 


the largeſt 5 Wherefore, as hea- 
ven 1s deaf to the prayers of the weak, 
we ſhall take care to have a good army, 
and to put at its head a more than match 


= for the duke of Cumberland, who is to 
be ſent againſt us, as we are aſſured. I _ 
ſincerely pity the poor 5 1 of Heſſe. 


His converſion will be of uſe to none but 


himſelf: which is matter of regret. 1 
am 


* ” 


LETT we Rs 


am charmed to learn the ſucceſs of your 
negotiation: it will appear ſtrange to all 
Europe; but it is neceſſary, and conſe- 
quently natural. Your Germans ſeem 
not incapable of hearing reaſon: may 
God keep. them in their good way of 
thinking, and give you all the health _ 
needful for ſerving your country, and get- 
ting us friends, &c. N . 
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"LETTER. . 
lu Pre- May 6, 1756. 


ITH much pleaſure have I read 1 
your letter and your fine verſes: 
for which I would thank you, did I de- 
ſerve them. I knew that you excelled 
in proſe, but was till now a ſtranger to 
your talent for the language of the Gods 
and of flattery. You are however a 


charming flatterer : one can neither. be- 


lieve you, nor be angry with you. What 
you ſay of king Staniſlaus is true and 
touching: he is a great man, becauſe he 
is beneficent and humane. He bears upon 


his countenance, like his worthy daugh- 


ter; the ſtamp of virtue. The Lorrains 
adore him, ſtrangers admire him, and 
wiſh, but vainly wiſh, that their maſters 
reſembled him. Every time I have ſeen 
that good prince, I have been ſtruck 
with a veneration, which 1s doubtleſs the 
natural tribute the wicked themſelves pay 
to virtue, I have N had a high 

2535 eſteem 


* Commandant in Lorrain. 
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and ſo am duly ſenſible of her remem- 


brance: I pray you, count, pay her my 
 civilities and tender her my ſervice. _ 
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eſteem for the marchioneſs of Bouffers, 


They fay the king of Poland has a 


dwarf that is a prodigy, and performs a 
thouſand ſprightly tricks, though he can- 
not be made to comprehend that there is 
a God. I wiſn I ſaw him; but as that is 


impracticable, I muſt not think of it. Do, 


pray, tell me ſomething about him the 
very firſt opportunity. I moſt cordially 
embrace the eounteſs and your pretty 
- children. Be well aſſured that I ſhall not 
forget you, whenever my remembrance - 


Can be of any ſervice, &c. 


tw. 
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To the marquis de la G A LISSONLER Be 


„ „ 0. 


CEL” 8 May, 1756. 


1 AM 1 geb ob! We to you, marquis, 


for your attention, and charmed with 


your victory over the Engliſh, both 


for your ſake and ours. The ſea-gods 
are not accuſtomed to defeats on their 


on element: but you will bring them 
into the practice. Come, ſir, and enjoy 
the glory with the rewards you delerve : 


nobody will ſee you with more d ple 
than myſelf, whe am, Te. 
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LETTER XXII. 


To the count of S ARENA. 


June, 1756. 


IVI honor of your letter. For you! 
have all the eſteem that is due to the mi- 
niſter of a great queen, whoſe confidence 

vou have earned by your integrity and 
abilities. The zeal with which you 


exert yourſelf to promote the impor- 


tant negotiation at preſent on foot, will 
gain you the gratitude of your country 
and of France, Three hundred years 


have the auguſt houſes of Auſtria and 


France been enemies. The cardinal of 
Richelieu augmented the breach; their 
intereſts had divided them, and their in- 
tereſts are about to reunite them. Neyer 
would Charles VI. who hated France fo 
mortally, have imagined that his daugh- 


ter could make alliance with her. But 
this new ſyſtem, however extraordinary, | 


is juſt and natural, becauſe it is neceſlary; 
and fo that prince would have approvedit. 
As for the ſucceſs of our arms, it is in the 

"Be hands 


We 


Vo 


Ta 
hands of providence: but if heaven pro- 
tect juſtice and good faith, it will declare 
for us; and, as we muſt help ourſelves, 
we ſhall exert all our efforts to ſerve our 
friends and to confound our enemies, I 
have the honour, &c. | 
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Er en XXIII. 


ele aan ur. a 
July, 1756 


Y dear friend, Wwe are all i in joy; 
you muſt partake it. Phe at- 
tempt upon Minorca was at firſt counted 
raſh : now it has ſucceeded, it is conſtru- 
ed a preſage of new ſucceſſes, and a thing 
entirely natural. The marquis de la Ga- 
Jifſoniere has ſcattered the En glich 
and the duke of Richelieu has 7 * fon 
St. Philip by ſtorm. Thoſe are happy 
events, to which we are not accuſtomed 
in our naval wars with the Engliſh, and 
therefore 955 more pleaſing and the more 
2 Our ſoldiers ſhowed an aſto- 
MOR. intrepidity and paſſion for glory. 
Marſhal Richelieu finding that riot and 
debauchery were killing him great num- 


bers, and making vaſt havoc in the army, 
gave out in orders, tha. whoever . ſhould 
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[ 31 1 | 
get drunk for the future, ſhould be denied 
the honor of mounting the trenches, 
that is, the honor of having his head 
broke. This menace made ſuch impreb 
ſion on thoſe brave fellows, that thence- 
forward not a ſoul was ſeen in liquor. 
Where is the point of honor going to ſettle P 
would Moliere have ſaid, The city! of 


oy; Paris is about to make great rejoicings; 
at- and, for my part, I ſhall do my beſte 
ted They have brought me a very pretty ſong - 
tru- of Collet upon this conqueſt ; I have given 
ung him fifty louis-d'ors, and the king a pen 
Ga- BF fion of four hundred livres. Every body 
leet, ſhould be happy, poets not excepted, in 
fort the public joy. Tell if you will, the 
appy great man, that he may come and ſee me 
med this week, provided he be entertaining, 
and and make me laugh. Farewel, my dear 


friend, I kiſs your fair hands, and your 
little daughter, &. 
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LETTER ew, 


| To the duke of Bovz VERS. = 


H E accounts from Yaxony. have 
1 grieved the king, and made me 
— tears. Lou write to me. that the 


Court of Vienna is provoked.: I well be- 


lieve it. The dauphineſs is inconſolable. 
Is it ſo then that. chriſtian- and civilized 
princes make war upon each other? That 
King of Pruſſia, whom our Voltaire has 
called, I don't know why, be Hole. 
on of 1he north, who writes in ſo humane 
a ſtile, and.aQts i in ſuch a.cruel one, 4 
then forced the archives of Dreſden, .j 
ſpite of the queen who defended in — = 
their entrance, | and has dragged that 
' princeſs to chapel, to hear Te Deum ſung 
for the heroic exploit! Ts it in this age f 
politeneſs and philoſophy that a king, 
who would pals for a great man, could 
offer an affront ſo inſulting, and fo una- 
vailing, to a woman, to a queen, who 
had nothing but tears and diftreſs to de: 
fend: en? We all ye: tremble is her 


* 


dach 


E 


ſuch indignities and humiliations. We 


ſincerely deplore the fate of that illuſtri- 
ous houſe ; but J hope our tears ſhall not 
be barren, and that they will preduce an 
illuſtrious vengeance: of this you. may. aſ· 
ſure all our friends, & c. +, 


1 


5 E T T 1 5 Xv. 
To the count tA FRI. 17356. 


FOU are a mi ſucceſsful ambaſſa- 


dor, Who have never any but good 
tidings to ſend us. I am delighted with 
your Dutchmen : they have then flatly re- 


fuſed the ſix thouſand men. That mea- 


ſure ſpeaks their wiſdom, and ſets us at 


eaſe. It is not thought however that the 


affair would have been. carried with fo 


much facility, if the old ſtadtholder had 


been yetalive. He was an Engliſhman at 
heart ; he had an Englith conſort ; and the 


great power which the late revolution had 


given him, would have been an object of 
apprehenſion. But he is dead, his ſon is 
a child, and the. Hollanders underſtand 
their intereſt : I am very glad of it for 
their ſake and for ours. 

I do not know that huge German * 


prince, who talks fo familiarly of me, 


and knows meſo very well. I never had 
any great connexions with the Germanic 


Mr. de Reiſchach, imperial miniſter in Holland. 
body, 
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body, and ſtill fewer with German cox- | 
combs. If however he will at any rate 


be acquainted with me, and boaſt my ac- 


quaintance, we muſt even let him. You 


| ſee that all fops are not in France. 


The Swiſs have received orders te hold 
themſelves in readineſs to march into. Ger- 
many, and behold they murmur... It is 
aſtoniſhing that they ſhould always make 
the ſame demur, when ordered to paſs 


the Rhine. The late king had well ac- 


cuſtomed them to it, but they have loſt 
the practice. Belides, if they ſerve well, 


they are paid well, Marſhal Noailles 


uſed to ſay, that they had gained more 


 Touis-d'ors in the ſervice of France, than 

they had loſt drops of blood. You who 
are yourſelf a Swiſs, with believe no ſuch 
thing : but however exhort your eountry- 


men to become reafonable; you will 


| doubtleſs ' have as much influence over 
their minds, as you have over thoſe of | 


the Dutch. 


The pictures you have brought me are 


excellent, particularly the Paul Veroneſe. 
The king admired them firſt, as was but 


fit; and others now admire them in their 


turn. But by what chance come thoſe 


maſterpieces into Holland, to be fold like 
oe es of ſilk by raſteleſs merchants? I 


"ES ts thank 
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thank you for your attentions, and defi re 
you to continue them. You ſhould be 


glad, you ſay, to make a trip to France 


upon your own affairs. The king would 


readily indulge it; but he does not think 


that tour would ſuit the preſent ſituation 
of his affairs. Stay a little longer, and 


be aſſured that I ſhall not ſlip the very 


firſt opportunity of doing you pleaſure. 


It is propoſed to contract with the Dutch 
for warlike ſtores; the difficulty will not 
be to find merchants, but to negotiate 


the whole with due prudence and ſecrecy. 
J can eaſily believe the Dutch nation to be 
fond of the neutrality, which has been of- 
fered her and accepted. A ſtate that ſets 


greater value on than on glory, 


has ample ſund of ſatisfaction, while her 
neighbours are worry ing and waſting each 


other. The Hollanders partake the ſucceſs 
of the victors, without ſharing the riſks 


or the loſles of the vanquiſhed, What 
can that Mr. de Reiſchach be, who writes 
to me? I know not why mr. de Reiſch- 
ach thinks of me: yet I ſhall anſwer him 
- with politeneſs, becauſe his prince 1s a 
friend of ours. 

How do you paſs your time among 


| thoſe honeſt Dutchmen ? Da they know | 
how to live agreeably : ? Can they laugh, 


make 


„ 9 oO 


for it on your account, unleſs you like bu- 
ſineſs better than diverſion, which is very 
rare and very. commendable. I ſalute 
your excellence cordially, and ever re- 
commend to you the king's affairs, &c.: 
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11 E T T E R XVI. 
. l. aud, Bascur . 


My dear friend, 


Beſeech you to come inſtantly and ſee 


me: my mind is in the moſt dread- 


ful ſituation. I am ſurpriſed, confound- 


ed, deſperate: afford me, if poſſible, 
conſolation and counſel. A monſter diſ- 


gorged from hell, has juſt committed the 
greateſt, boldeft, and moſt atrocious 


crime upon the moſt amiable of men and 


beſt of kings. That gocd prince, who 
ought to be adored by all the world, has 


been ſtabbed by a villain, as he was ſtep- 


ping into his coach for Marli. At the 


firſt rumor of the execrable attempt, I 
fly to the apartment of the king, who 
Vas already conveyed into bed. I arrive 


breathleſs, diſtracted, and am preparing 
to enter: but find myſelf repulſed in ſpite 


of my cries and threats; ſo that I have 
been obliged to return to my own apart- 


ment in deſpair. Itremble leſt the wound 
a ſhould | 
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mould prove mortal; for all my friends 
forſaxe me, and here am I alone in tears. 
Alas! I weep not for myſelf, but for that 
dear prince: I would give my life to ſave 
his. In the name of God and of our 
friendſhip, run, inquire, inform your- 
ſelf of his condition: take pity on 1 
friend, &c. | 0 
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1 LETTER xvi. 
1 the ac of the marſbat d Er REES. 
| Auguſt, 1757. 


J Sincerdly felicitate you, madam, on 


the glory which our friend has acquir- 
ed: my friendſhip for you, and eſteem 


for him redouble the joy I feel for his 


victory. The duke of Cumberland was 


ever unfortunate againſt marfhal Saxe, 


and has ſucceeded no better againft his 


beſt diſciple. But in the midſt of my joy, 
I feela real grief to ſee that his command 
is taken from him in the very moment 
of his triumph. A man, whom I do not 
like, as full of ambition as of yanity, has 
inſinuated that the war went on too ſlow- 


Iy, that it might have been terminated in 


one campaign, and that himſelf was the 
hero ta whom heaven had reſerved that 
exploit.“ That is the man who is about 
to ſucceed the brave -d*Etrees, to. the 
. aſtoniſhment of France and of her ene- 
mies. Our dear marſhal muſt therefore 
return, but crowned with laurels, and 
*erowned with the public eſteem, which is 

more 
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more than ſufficient to indemnify gr 


men for the loſs of particular favor. Yet 
can I not forbear pitying France, who, I. 


fear, will loſe much by his retirement. 
Beſides that motive which renders me ſo- 
affected by his diſgrace, my tenderneſs: 
for you is a new ground of ſorrow, when 
I think of that which you experience. Be 


comforted, my dear friend ;.-youſee I atn 


not all- powerful: I have not ſo much as 


been conſulted in the affair, elſe you well 
conceive that things would have turned 


out otherwiſe. Your virtue and eourage 


vill ſet you above the injuries of fortune. 
As for me, I ſhall do all in my power te. 


* 


change her, and ſhall ever be your ſincere 
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larly are Frantic: «bby 
thouſand infolkences at your door. Such 


LETTER ln 5 
* the mort Sov B rs. E. : | 5 

November, I : 
0 U need not juſtify yourſelf to 


1 me, but to the king and to France, 
who are amazed: and incenſed at this un- 


happy affair at Roſbach A beaten ge- 
neral is —__ a bad general in the opi- 


The Pariſians particu- 


nion of the 
have committed a 


are the ſweets of my ſituation, an hat I 


gain by ferving my friends. However 


the king ſtill eſteems you, and L believe 
you will preſerve his favor; but you 
will loſe your command. Many are the 
faults imputed to you. They ſay the 


king of Pruſſia laid a ſnare for you, and 
It belongs 
not to me to judge of thoſe matters; but 
. * methinks I may ſay without blunder, 
that a battle is a game where loſers are al- 


that you bluadered into it. 


moſt always counted blockheads, though 


of! 980 


ſovereign to fear 


hope, and be well. 


teat 


oken ET Re unjuſtly. I hope, marſhal, 
that on another occaſion 2 will ſhew 


what you can do, and will our ene 
mies to admire ve and thoſe of your 
Meantime I can- 
not forbear telling cus; that the war ha- 
ving been hitherto ſucceſsful, it is a ſad 
thing both for you and for the nation, 

that fortune ſhould have begun with you 


to turn her back upon us, and that you 


ſhould be the firft to make us ſhed: tears. 
Yet loſe not your courage : your friends 


will be faithful and effectual, depend up- 
on it. I did want to ſcold you a little to 


vent my ſpleen: I am poſſibly in the 


wrong, and thoſe who blame you ſtil 


more ſo. Come, and prove before all 


France that you have done the duty of a 


general at Roſbach, and that this defeat is 
the fault of fortune, not yours: it will be 
the firſt pleaſure I ſhall have taſted ſince 
the news of that woful battle. I falate 
you with all my heart: take comfort, 

I am very angry 


with your prince Hilburghauſen: that 
man appears to have much preſumption 
and little capacity. He was the firſt to 

8 demand 
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fly: 


ch, has been 
1 hate him, 
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LETT XX 
To the counteſs of BSC R 1. 1757. 


HERE. is no news at preſent, but 

we expect ſome daily: God. grant 
it may be good! I ſhall tell you only that 
I love you always; but that is no news. 
They ſay Damien died like a hero, ad 


endured the moſt dreadful of torments 


with an extraordinary conſtancy ; where 
may not courage be found? That villain 
was made for great crimes. It is alſo 


ſaid that before he went to the Greve“, 
he eat a couple of partridges, and drank 


a bottle of wine, conſidering all the pre- 
parations for his execution as if they had 
been made for another. It muſt be own- 
ed that there are great reſources in the 
heart. of man, and that he can ſuffer 
much without a ſhudder. It was appre- 


hended that wretch might have ſome hid- 


den accomplices, who might attempt his 
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The principal place of execution at Paris. 
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= xeſcue. The guards and the king's houſe- 
hold were under arms. I do not know 
whether all that parade was neceſſary, 


unleſs to render his execution more ſolemn, 


and to ſtrike greater terror. 
Do you know that poor Baville is dead * 


Every body regrets him, except his wife, 


who in like caſe will ſurely be regretted 
by nobody. 


does not even pretend to cry. She is in 


But ſhe laughs at it: ſhe 


perfect good humor. and appears as in- 
different about the death of that honeſt 


man, as if ſhe had loſt only a pair of 


gloves. In truth, there are ſome very 


extraordinary women, and who make me 


bluſh for my ſex. 


Will you be ſo good to . the trouble 


of viſiting for me the eollection of Mr. 
dle Renecẽ? for I have not time. I am 
told he has ſome excellent pictures of the 
greateſt maſters: I ſhall rely on your 
Judgment and taſte, if I take a fancy 
to PuUY.” 


We are now very lonely : every body 


is in the army; and in that the war, 
ſo horrible in other reſpects, proves a 
bleſſing; as delivering us from a mob 
of low cringing monkeys whom one 
cannot love, but who my be borne. 


l except 


a. hen i. 1 


0 


. E 
J except two or three who are not mon- 
keys, and who may be eſteemed as men 
of merit. Farewel, my dear; come and 
ſee your friend, and embrace her on either 


cheek, &c. 
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| To the marſhal de No AI I. LE s. 1758. 


LAS! you were in the right, 
marſhal; that has unfortunately. 
happened to the count of Clermont, which 


every one foreſa y. He was ſaid: to be 


brave and to love glory, like all the 
Bourbons; but to be no general. The 


truth was told, and. the event has juſtifi- 


ed the public opinion, The king. of 


Pruſſia, learning his nomination to com- 
mand our army, is reported to have ſaid 


that France muſt be in great want of 


generals, ſince choice had been. made of 
an eccleſiaſtic. The count of Charolois, 
Who knows mankind, and knew his bro- 
ther, ſaid to him at his departure for Ger- 

many: Ab! brother, you had better been 


faying your breviary. The hint wasgood: 
but unfortunately for himſelf and us, he 


would not improve it. It is even rumor- 
ed that he was rioting, with his friends in 
his tent, when the enemy's approach 


was announced to him; that he treated 


the report as ridiculous, though he heard 


the 


. 
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arne 
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.* 9 J 
the cannon whizzing about his ears; 
and that he got up from table with his 
brave friends only in order to take flight. 
This is doubtleſs a gibe on the poor 


* 


prince, and that can never be true, 


which is ſo unlikely. It is impoſſible 
a prince of the blood ſhould be- ſo da- 


ſtardly and ſo baſe as to diſhonor him- 


ſelf thus and his country for mere merri- 
ment's ſake. I muſt own to you, mar- 
ſhal, we begin to dread the event of 


the war. We are every where beaten, 
and our firſt victories ſerve only to aug- 


ment the ſenſe of our preſent diſgraces, 
juſt asa rich man who falls into penury, 


ſuffers doubly when he recollects how _ 
proſperous he has been. The ſcourge 


of war is peculiarly dreadful to the van- 


quiſhed; the funds fail us, the people 
loſe ſpirit, and are miſerable. War 


does more miſchief in France in three 


years, than peace does good in twenty. 


Yet here are we engaged, and, though 
we have a very bad game, we mult play 


cout the party. The curſed point of 


honor which governs the world, has as 


powerful an aſcendant over princes as 


over private men; but it is infinitely 
more fatal in the quarrels of nations 


than 
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Toth duke Bou LON. 1759. 


BEG of you to believe that 1 ſhall 
always . it my duty r pleaſure 
to oblige you: but I will have no thanks. 


What little ſervices I can do, I do with 
good will: I owe them to merit, and 


when I do but pay my _ RY is 
beholden to me. 


2 


migilters want to ſtrike a 8. oke. It 


is a ſcheme of the old marſhal, WhO is, 
you know, very fertile in projects: ITwiſn 
that this time he may be luckier than 


heretofore. The eaterpriſe will be noble, 
but perhaps raſh... Lewis XIV. fer the 


example, a repented it: God grant 
that Lewis XV. may not repent allo. Be 
this as it may, the thing is reſolved, and 
the fleet preparing. Do you think your 
relation, the great and unfortunate prince 
Charles-Edward, loves us enough {till to 
expoſe himſelf to make a ſecond viſit to 
me Engliſh, The expedition is danger- 


9 but great, and worthy of him. His 


name, 


EM... 
name, his reputation, his merit and his 
valor would give us much to hope. Mean 
and jealous men are buſy to rumor, that 
he has no paſtime but drinking and play- 
ing mad pranks at Bouillon, But mean- 
and jealous men deſerve no credit, as I 
have more than once experienced, If 
that prince grows tired of retreat and 
obſcurity, here is perhaps the laſt oppor- 
Reno he will have of changing his for- 
Sound dextroufly his mind, ſee 
8 he ſtands affected towards us, and 
whether he perſiſts in, his - reſolution of 
being no more, as he called it, She ſcare- Ry 
crow of the Engliſh. As he has taken a 18 
chaplain of the church of England, and 
ſeems to have entirely abjured the pope, 
his name would no longer be ſuch a 
bugbear, and perhaps he might be be- 
held with a better eye than formerly: 5 
at leaſt he has removed one powerful go” 
plea. The firſt time 7 come hither, 5 
and it would need to be ſoon, you will 
be talked to more at large. I am al- 
ways, my lord-duke, with Wie ſincereſt | 
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P. S. I pray you will preſent my moſt 
reſpectful compliments to my lady-dut- 
cheſs. | Do you ſtill love her as much as 
me deſerves? When ſhall I have the plea - 
ſure of embracing her? 
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academy.” 


0 U hive made me.a aue preſent, 
15 fir; and I am much obliged to you 
| fon 7 Your little book is a golden one ; 
being an excellent picture of an original 
| whom I hate and deſpiſe. You are hap- 
| Þy to know the world but as a philoſopher, 
and to be a mere ſpectator in it. If the 


academy pleaſe to pay any fegard to my 


recommendation, T ſhall take the liberty 


of propoſing to it a man whom 1 highl 
9 whe has dutifully ſerved the king, 
and has got himſelf a fair name in litera- 
ture. A place among you, gentlemen, 
is the parter of men of letters: they all 
297 to it, though few obtain or deſerve 
He whom T recommend to you, 
in it beyond contradiction; and I 
expect from your e that he ſhall 


obtain it. 


g I am, Kc. | 
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hey all 
deſerve 
0 you,. 
: and I 
e ſhall 


ve ſtill have men, whoknowhawts acht 
and vanquiſh. The i important ſervice you” 
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aalen hive great . 


| RED ry gives us breath,” and 
lets in 


of hope amid the aſtoniſhing 
calamities ech burſt upon France from 
the four corners of the world. Prince 
Ferdinand has feeni then at Berghen that 


have rs: the king, will not remain un- 
rewarded, He is Faſtly pleaſed with your 
conduct; the people are in high ſpirits, 
and for my part, I ſhall ferve you with 
my whole power through juſtice and in- 
clination, Tou are of a family, that has 
produced more than one great man; you 
imitate the ſame examples, and will go 
yet farther. I thank you much for the 
narrative you ſent me: it is charming in 
matter and in manner. The old marſnal 
ſays that you fight and write like Ceſar. 


All our * marſhals are jealous; and that is 
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Wee! your hi gheſt 
beat the enemy, wks, ave 
Ss an enemy as prince Ferdinand, with an b 

army inferior by one third. We partieu- 45 

larly admire the wiſdom of your conduct | ** 
aſter the victory, in order to ſecure you : 

 - the advantages of it. Battles are won 
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ſet the Frencl example o Valor at 

2 conduct, and we are deli ted to owe to 
vou the united favor, I beg, my lord- 
duke, to be counted in the number of 
Jour friends, and pray that God may gi 
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* ; another upon our poor © country, 
90 ſtrike the whole nation down ;: but me 
-F 


X by my ſituation they afffict doubly. Me- 
Wn thinks I feel them twice, becauſe I have 
720 often a hand in the choice of the men, 


e and am almoſt always diſappointed. The 
wo people in their unjuſt and extray 
I | ſpleen, go ſo far as to accuſe me of ſelling 


to the enemy the blood and glory of the 
nation. 1101 ve them, but I forgive not 
ſo eaſily thoſe who by their wretched 
conduct throw them into deſpair- This 
dreadful defeat at Minden is the moſt 
fatal check we have yet received in the 
courſe of the war. I am very ſorry both on 
you account and my own, that it ſhould 

ave been Mr. de Contades who was 
there, Every mortal ſpoke well of him; 
every where were extolled his valor and 
his ralents. I dropt a hint in his n 
aud he ſet out wich a confidence which I 
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artook, but which has vale | 
A billet is handed 
yelver Ferdinand wrote on the eve of the 
battle, to Freitag, a partiſan of his army. 
Ir was ſhown: me as follows: 1 We 
the French wag ee 
e ſmgle equipage eſcape, you an- 
I « Geez it N head. al This billet 
| manifeſts that: the pri 
ry, and that 
count of his enemy. 
wor a com 


plane victory, „all the equipages 
and! ammunition have been taken, and 
here art we almoſt without 
loft, our very Honor. 
8 neither condemn: nor approve any 
dne: Warlike affairs ars not n province : 
I only complain to a friendi I win with | 
all my heart, that our marſhal could clear- 
U di bis conduct; which | were, 1 
1 a ur 112 75 . 2 
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'A M much ſſo: by the 1 
of poor Thurot: his family has been 
vece to me, and, notwithſtand- 
ing the miſery of the times, F ſhall do 


my beft to conſole it for Boy loſs. of that 
brave man, who merited a better fate. | 


He wrought wonders with three little 


frigates, and kept the Britiſh fleet at bay 


upwards of a twelvemonth. I have a 


notion that had he had the command of 
the Breſt-{quadron, things 
taken another turn. He lived and died a 
hero; the Engliſh themſelves. feared, | 
This is enough for 
but it is not enough or. ne 
He was the laſt hope 
of our marine, and unfortunately he is 
1 repeat it, I will take care of 
Great men are ſcarce; we 
ſhould honor their memory, and ſo invite 
others.to become ſuch, Would I had no 
other care than that of doing good! it 
is the only one ſuited or pleaſing to me. 
Tour e marſhal, is to your 
E 4 | the 0 


and admired- him. 
his glory; 


glory France. 


no more. 


his family. 
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LETTER vl. 


re | 7 the duke of Ricuruz, [5597 
10 0 U have written me a very . 


letter, and your conduct has ſome 
time been ſtill odder. Tou have the 


weakneſs to be jealous ef a woman: : 
but I aſk you what right you have to be 


ſo. + You believe yourſelf capable of 


reigning. under the king's name, and 
nobody believes ſo but yourſelf. - Vet you 
find me always, you ſay, in your way 
and I am the only perſon-who. ſtop 
progreſs, of your elevation. My⸗ lotd, | 


2 * e 
F 


. lay your hand- on your heart, . hear Do 


me: learn of a woman to be true and 
moderate. 


I have ſome ſmall intereſt; abs haje 
always employed it to ſerve thoſe-T 
thought worthy. - Often, I own, I have 
had the misfortune to deceive myſelf, and 


1 5 of merit. You are not therefore the 
oe only one of the number, but you are 
5 che only one who have been baſely un- 

8 grateful, 


1 to take minions of ambition for perſons 55 


grateful, 1 who e to your 
Perſonal merit the favors which you o -. 
ed to the goodneſs or weakneſs of others. 
Were I as powerful as you pretend, I 
might have puniſhed the inſults I have 
received from you; and I ſtill might. 
| Yet you have kept all your places; you |! 
_ obtained new ones; you have had 
reat commands, and you! have till. 
. 5 Lbe fo potent, Jam not then vindictive, "0 
7 as you ſay; and if I be vindictive, I am 
not then ſo potent; ſince you have pre- . 
| ſerved your favor and your employments, a 
and ſince png dare with impunity to 2 
cabal agal bring yourſelf off, if 1 
: you . Lou loudly 1 me of in- tr 
Fratitude: but, my lord- duke, give me 
Leave to tell you that I owe you nothing. 
Beſides, had I to you as great obligati- 
ons as you pretend, the preſervation of 27 
your favor at court would ſuffice to prove 95 
me grateful. I know What obligations 5 
vou mean: but a man who has ever o | - 
little reſpect for himſelf, inſtead of avail- << 
ing himſelf of them, ought to bluſh at 
them. I long have bluſned for you,, 
3 and defire to repent for myſelf. Such 180 
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ve me one. kiſs for herſelf and one 
"he you. I careſſed her for being your 
friend, and for deigning to be mine. In 


truth, my fair counteſs, you have hand- 


ſome friends: beauty ſeeks beauty. This 
ſeldom happens among women; but you 


1 IN are not like the reſt. You haye, with all 


the graces of our ſex, all the merit of a 
gentleman ; and for that particularly it is 
_ that I love you. 

The death of madam de Cruffol is 
. How! carried off in two days 


by a puny fever. Her ſweethearts have 


. doubtleſs ſhed abundance of tears. How 
— fright tened fine women muſt now be! I 
ſee with ſorrow that there is nought laſting 


upon earth. One brings into the world a ; 


_ handſome face, and lo! it wrinkles in leſs 
than thirty years; after which a woman 


is no you 8 for any thing. This 
Srieres 
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FEY 3 = 5228 28 


buy os ere 
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read at eighteen. My | 


It is all charming. I cried heaztily. 
raſcal Frelon, had I had him near me, 1 
would have fpit in his face: he is a fright- 
ful character. I am amazed that Voltaire 
ſhould produce fo fine things at his age, 
that he ſhould be ſo gay, ſo good-hu- 


ct 35 1 
grieves me: let us talk of bomething n 


Do you know that next to the pleaſure of 


ſeing you, or of writing to you, one of 4 : 


the greateſt to me at Preſen 
Beheld how taſtes chang 


I could not 


Voltaire: he is an Sete fel 
always pleaſes, and pe 4 


more wit, more * 


ce, zor more 
humanity. Have 


u read his Scotch- 


woman? Do you — — 
dana, the unfortunate Montroſa, the ge- 


nerous Murray, and the ſcoundrel Frelon 2 


mored ; for age is generally croſs and 
peeviſh. All the old phyzzes that I have 


known, were ſour, captious, morole; - 


never laughed, and above all hated 


vorie author 1 is 
ho 


he 
will. I do not en man can have 


That 


t is reading. 


young people. Fancying this a natural 


effect of age, I feared almoſt as much 
to Hogan ridiculous. in mind as in per- 
ſon But the: ate of Mr. de Vol 
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le ae me; by ſhowing 

fault of the man, d Füge fe 
dom is it endeavored to grow od 4 
e Lwould net anſwer that 1 ſhalt 
be cheerful, but T ſhalt 1 8 to be con- 


m chatterinę vein): iß you hive . 
nou: her, rect her Over again, and vo 
will find N . after ee 
up a prayer on the 
author, ep is a v 4 apods chriſtian, 
| Whatever" the een on che 

Bur now 1: vii of diane, do- fn 
know that the young marehioneſs of 
lerquigni has waſhed off her red, and 
muffles up her alabaſter, She was yeſ. 
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21 

terday at the king's chapel, 1 2 
and modeſt as an angel, rayed £6 
to God wich a devotion el ates | 6 
5 - voked the men, and pleaſed the wiki 647 
tionably : ts one formidable Wa 


_ Nival fewer. OED EET ma 
1 embrace you tenderly, my dear 5 bet: 
Genen ; you ſee by the length of "ME 


2 letter how N 1 love you, be 
S. F | © * 
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11 fer about Writing to you: I have 

ever found it a ſpecific. | Fhere paſſed _ } 

L yeſterday. in the circle,” 4 ſcene which ! 
will be the firſt to rehearſe to you. Pre- 
ſent was a marſhal of France, who loſt 
not long ago a battle and his honor. How- 
ever he looks fiercer and more ſelſf.ſatisfi- 

_ ed than before: there are ſome fronts of 
' braſs, The dutcheſs of S.“ who never _ 
loſes an opportunity of making merry at 
the coſt of others, turned towards the 
mother of the hero, and faid to her 

gravely: © Alas! madam, how did you - 
receive the news of 3 ſon's diſgrace? 
Did you ſleep? Did you eat? Did you 
« hide your head for ſhame? Were yan + 

"MM 0 ſink into the ground? All this 

b was ſaid with the tone you know. The 

8 ee aw? is a e would 2 93 5 


b „ 1 


quarrel with a woman: but he vere 7-2 


; com plained. to the king, who fell a 7-44 
ing and aſked him if he was afraid 0 
woman's tongue. 


T ſhall take care bf. little Valbelle, be- 


cauſe ſhe is pretty and good-natured, .and 


becauſe you e her: however, 


T muſt tell you by the way chat I have 
many daughters, of 

"mother, and that times are 3 But 
after all, one muſt be doing ſome good, 


5 and I ſhalf do what I can. e ſplendor 
of the court at firſt dazzled the little erea- 
ture, as proves the caſe oF all that ſee it 


for the firſt time: I had the ſame 33 
neſs, but have been 85 cured of it. 
bope the girl will ſoon behold with alt. 
5 ference what ſhe muſt be allowed to ad- 


mire a few moments. But if the folly laſt 
| with her two months, I ſhall diſmiſs her 
as unworthy your friendſhip and mine. 


Farewel, my dear; the poor marquis will 


make you his e whether I will 


whom I am not the 
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To the marguizef Bear V ro 1 5 17966 = 
W 11 much pleaſure have &; re- 'S 


ceived: your letter and fine me- 


morial upon 3 negotiations in Spain. 


That great ſtroke of politics promites bet- 


ter than was imagined. After all, it is 


the intereſt of the houſe of Bourbon. i in ge- 


neral, as it is the ſole reſource of France 


in particular. This family- compact will 


1 


aſtoniſh the Engliſh : but the buſineſs is 
not only to aftoniſh them; they muſt alſo 


be made to tremble. The plan is found 
to be admirably concerted in all its parts. 
The king of Portugal, who is the firſt _ 
ſubject of the Engliſh, and their tributa- 
7%, wilt be compelled to declare himſelf; 
what will, this will produce : 
" 2 which cannot but be advanta- _ 
geous to France, as embarraſſing for her 
enemies. We here admire the intelligence 


„ happen 


and penetration with Which you conduct 


that great affair, notwithſtanding the 
numberleſs difficulties you find in the in- 


reſolution of the council of Spain and in 


the Engliſh faction. The king's favor 
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| Thank you for your letter, and above all 


for your victory. That little affair you 


have had with the prince of Brunſwick is 
ſome conſolation in the torrent of calami- 
ties which burſt upon us from all quar- 
ters. The king is greatly pleaſed, and 
for my part, I am charmed that it is to 


ins we have ſo much obligation: you 


ave not diſappointed us, as fo my 


have done. The prodigies of valor whic 


your troops performed on this occaſion, 


fhow that the French want only a good 


commander to fight well. - Wonders are 
told of the brave regiment of Auvergne, 
which has therefore ſuffered the. moſt. 
The prince of Brunſwick is always tobe 


feared, and his retreat is not that of a 


© November,” 1 160: : 


frightened man. There are folks who. 


pretend that you might have cut his little | 


army to pieces: but I believe that thoſe 
cloſet-warriors are geiler 885 nor reaſon- 


able, | 
w wenel, 


- 


— —_—_ — 8 WF 

ER eg ß ß BI CO i ia 
- * 9 - oe ** . 5 8 . x . * = &* * * 3 

8 % 5 8 85 8 c 


5 ; . | s | , | — ; : ' 4 * ; 
=; ESP U g „„ „ Wo IS; 
A ; VY 22 5 8 = 5 N 5 OR” 8 
"4 4 O 8 : , 4 LA 
\ | 2 — hy : 2 ; „ 
| 22482853 ER | | 
; 3 — — — a Ws a | 7 N 2 . i ; 2 
. 5 oy 8D 7 | "= | 
>a 5 6 > 5 
„ | - 80 ; 
| "= > DES 
: we & og | 
„ 5 © © ls | 3 5 
D 8 „ 5 
5 Se | | 
ES. 28822 LM 
28382 8 | 
; 3. — 2 => TE oe 
"FF 2 wen 5S TS | 5 | 
5 D'S OS . „ ; 2 
8 Wc S 0 
2 2 34 c 


nr 
r ot . . - 


— . ww. A 

— 0 — — 3 LE 
r ie; 5 

— — Rp — —* { 

* - ICC. a 


— 


> 
/ 
as; 2 bo 
be 
Y 
E T ; 
ö 7 
* X 


LE - i 
4 * * 


8 


I. E T TE R fag 1 
* the count Ar P R 1. 


November 6, 1160. 


| KNOW not whether ths deal >” 175 
1 king George will occaſion any change 
in our affairs: I believe we ſhall always 
have very little to hope, and very much 
to fear. The Engliſh es, differs 
' widely from others. It is the people that 


make war rather than the king: princes 


die, but the general ſpirit ſübſiſts, and 
that ſpirit is againſt us. The new king is 
very young; he muſt hate Pitt as 


much as did his grandfather : but that 


| miniſter will keep his poſt in ſpite of him, 
| becauſe he has the popular favor. The 


only means of procuring us peace were to 


vanquiſſi: victories are more efficacious. 
for that purpoſe than the moſt maſterly 


negotiations. You fay that the hearts of 


the Hollanders are for our enemies: that 
is amazing, but poſſible. It is becauſe 
the Engliſh are annoying their trade, car- 


rying off their FO: and giving them al- 
eier 
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Mi if they ſhare their toils 


Paris. I here a thouſand things, a 
ſand details better ſetiled by word than 
or by negotiators. Our mi- 
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Ts te duke of Warzen. 176 


VV. I. receive the 7 * wich ger! ol 
dur kighneſs honoured me. I admire 
| re ſolution, and the good- 


2 0 which you are pleaſed to impart 


it to me. Tou embrace the cauſe of the 
empire and ours with a zeal, whigh-will | 


. I hope, bring you equal benefit and glp- 


Your-troops! wil nn like ours; 


andi d 


angers, 

they will rey ſhare their honor and ad- 
vantages. But, I believe, my lord- duke, 
that before you ſet out for the army, you 
might not do ami to come and ſee us at 
thou- 


80 ope that von will bring back in- 


— our army that fortune, Which has been 

| hitherto: ſo adverſe to us; I hope io 
too: good troops and a good general will : 
ee ee &. 


wo 


1 
2 N T- 
I ” & 1 . oh * 
* - 
4 
i * 


f 4 8 * 8 a EN * 
« * ; . 5 | 8 A : ' * 
a | BS - | ; 8 
+3 : 


* E . T! E R 
To the duke of —— 


IN wrath. your projectors. are Aümdis 
I fellows; chere is nothing impoſſible 
for them: they find means for every 
thing; and I doubt not but, if the king 
had a mind for che porcelain - tower of 
Nanicin, or for the diamond - vineyard of 
the great Mogul, thoſe gentlemen would 
find the thing perfectly eaſy, and lay down 
a plan for tranſporting thern to Paris. The 
| memorial in queſtion is a maſterpiece of 
inence, and can have had no birth 
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but 1 in the inhabitant of a mad-houſe. It 
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is a good joke to ſee a man propoſe ſeri- 
ei that, to clear the debts * no- 
thing more would be requiſite but Fu the 
king to turn bankrupt every fifteen years. 


- fuant: to this Gyſtem, 1 verily believe it 
would be put out of his power to com- 
mit a ſecond, It were as good to pr 2 

going to rob on the highway every fi 
years. The fellow — 2 have ho- 
neſty nor underſtanding. I recollect an- 
5 other * nen was addreſſed. wh me 
rom 
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from Holland laſt year. and which Trad 


of the br but I learned afterwards 
—— it was the offspring of 4 madman 
who was dying for want at Amſterdam. 
He pretended to ſupply the kin with twa 
hundred annual millions by 1 * gle tax, 
and without trampling pcs the Toi 
It was the fimpleſt thing in the world 
The buſineſs was only to publiſh an edict 


obliging every ſubje& to b every da: 


at firſt for a paltry ſheer upon the dies 


Aa mn. . in in Gefanit of which each ſhould ,. 
pay five-pence for each omiſſion. As tile 


French are not devotees, faid the author, Is 


they will be. almoſt daily in forfeit ; which 
will produce immenſe { Frog He ended 
by aſking a place for his pains, and- a 
place was offered him in the Bicetre*. 
The great point is to find money, and 
not to form projects. Every new con- 
trouler-general promiſes wonders ; but he 


finds himſelf embarraſled at the vi firft 


ſtep of performance; and we are obliged 


to get rid of him in order to replace him 
by another, to whom a third perhaps as 
quickly ſucceeds, The finances are in 


e e diſorder z the NED ſtarving, 3 | 
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the poor duke of Wirtembttg, 


fold the king his twelve chouſand men; te 


ter having been in that of the 


ceived © 
I ſome and uſeleſs friend enn own coun- | 


E = 
> 3 2: Ne 
4 nt 3 9 


1 set. 17 


AM ſorry, net foibeite : 
[ons little, 1 21 det as befullen 
| Hof we 

ſaw 10 btilliant at Paris las Winter He 
has ſinarted' för His raftifiels. When he 


Rin that they ſhowld form a ſeparate. 

mp and h 53 Which Was g anted him. 
The Kitig of Prüſſia underſtanding that 
he put himfeif into the pay ef Frage, af | 


ſent to prince Ferdinand of Bratifwickkthe 
following billet; The duke of Wir- 
< temberyg is, they ſay, with the French: 
the hereditary pringe my nephew would = 
do well to give him a little Teflon,” He 

has Faſt teheved: that leſſon, without b - „ 
a bit the rens for lit. eee Ze Foglio 


him to join his army, and no] 

camp apart, for fear of the conſeg 

Upon his Tefulal, * the French! general r- 
orders to ſend back thãt — I? 


„„ ee el 


3 


Rut * we 5 „ 0b e e | 
1 have been reading the Ruſſian at Paris,, 


and find he peaſons not amiſs for a Ruſſian. 
He is much in the right; France is no 
other than a vaſt grave, where are ſtill to 


be found the epitaphs of the great men 


dee, i and whoſe race is ul. 

| Hope re ig L0y Patbng but 
ne een bocks, „and extreme 
e France! what is become 
| 250M mock.me, madam, with 


3 


m 
— 


at 
4 
* 


; do uloſophers.:' it is a groß 
and pirigleſs-liþe)a I. had great difficult) 
to get to we end f in and am amazed 

. ae, magiſtrates. ſhould have Benzin 
58 were . ſatyr. Bur 
— ea e "pf 


_ ye 0 0 has "aig attempt 
By droben Mfr, Pall ot, to me as the wi 

faſhion) 20 hut I. reſuſed to ſee him 
1 had as 1 


* v4 


, God forgive me, ſee. th 
lor Frenon,,.. Have you bee 


at] (98. 6 count always i 


When ſhall. I. ſee you 
e loye me There are Wome 
- queſtions for n. Farewel, you kn 
10 Femina + garrule e tt | 


-.þ W 1 "have: neither the 10 3 | 
nor bad. company; E weite,.; madam; 1. 
blot paper like ſo many Other folks 1 
take notes of my ſingular fortune, and of 
we Hows Ln ſeen — more = 
tome ſeems a rational occupation 
a woman almoſt paſt, the age of - „ 
nor in the eaſt, e it Thal 
tell many truths diſagreenble to ſomefolks; 
but J will neither tell a lie, nor-flattes fools 
or knaves - Yet theſe memoirs wilt not 
ſee the light till I ſhall ſee it no more. 8 
ſhall I hun the feproac t puny 
ſentment of the fitiie low hateful f ws, 
of whom I make mention in my true hik 
tory ;. for the dead laugh at the living. 
But you, madam, what do you in your 
leiſure-hours, which are pretty frequent? 
for you are at no loſs how to live with your- 
ſelf, Do you read the charming her- 
mit * of Fares 9 0 you think of me? 


© wk hb Voltaire. - 
{ 2 * 8 F . WY 


Do you pray: 1 God a or jo. who Jaw | 
ou ? AlFthoſe occupations are good and 


laudable; and chere de gueſs rag 40 


be yours. 42% OK 


e daily ſetting me the example of flig 
from: te world, without! y having 


courage to imitate them: I Gepe ir m! 6 
cerely, but I could wiſh'to do more. The 


fair counteſs of Nueville has all of à ſad! 


ded tuſhed into deep devotion. a, She heard | 


| prayers fbur times a day, 


every week, and never caſts an eye upon 
a an: ſhe ſees none but 1 afd 


her confeſſoe! 4 ne | 
her courage: but I am afraid ſhe will not 


perſevere, and it were great pity.” Let us 


allo become converts, But without noiſe or 
- ſhow, and without any ſort of affectation. 
Farewel my deareſt: if this e 90 not 5 


| dae Job. 14550 a; rs a peſt 
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Tam e that young perſons ſhould 


To Me aß 11. ber. 
/ 1 "HE HE French are an adfoirable peo] . 
'H 


ow happy is a king to have ſuch; 
ſubjects! We are going then to have a 


powerful marine, a voluntary - preſent of 
the nation. I am ſurprized and enchant- 
ed at this zeal which animates all ranks to 
farniſh ſhips for the public ſervice, They, 


have only to quote me the inſtance of a 
free ſtate, where private perſons have, 
ſupplied thirty ſhips of the line, without 


ſo much as being deſired, if they nen 


have me to believe them. The king 


melted: never did he ſo much love Fils 
people. Yet I dread this ſuccour's coming 


too late: however it ſhall not be loft for 
that, and will ſerve on another occaſion. 


The Engliſh hate the French with all | 


their heart, and the French deteſt them 


with like ſincerity, They are always at 
war, at leaſt intentionally; and when 
they lay down their arms through. weari- 
nels or exhauſtion, it is in order to take 

; „ them | 


. Win 


. 


—— 
—— 


who pretend that the patriot-flame burns; 
briſker in republics than in monarchies, : | 
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them vp again with greater fury. But, fir, | 


might not ſomething be attempted for a 


moment? England is entirely diſmantled: 

her fleets purſue us to both the Indies. 
Migbt not the opportunity be improved 

to make a ſecond attempt, as fruitleſs per- 


haps as the former? This has run in my 


| head ſome days paſt; and if it is a dream, 
it is at leaſt the dream of a true French- 


woman: Do in it as you will, or as you 


can, I ſhall-ſpeak of it to nobody, not 
_ even to the grand fenior. Madam de 


Carouge craves an employment for her 


ſon; I believe hedeſerves it; it is a famĩ · 

Ty where courage is hereditary, and which 
has always done faithful ſervice. As for 
experience, it will come; he is young: 1 
love young people; they are docible, and 
delight to inform themſelves. ' For the 
old, they are intractable when they once 


have taken their ſet : they are inſupport- 


able in buſineſs as in love, 


What you call my favor is a ſmall mat 


ter: it is not that which ſupports you, but 


your own merit: to it you owe every 


thing; mind that. Sometimes I am at- 

tended to, often contradicted; ſometimes 

I give good counſels, often are bad ones 

laid to my charge. But, in general, be 

ſure that my power is much limited, and 
nes C Ie 
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I ſhould not be ſorry were it more ſo, that 


I might live only 40 myſelf, SE 


I love and ſerve with all my power i 


who faithfully, ſerve their-king and coun- 
try.” As you * of the number, it is im- 
poſſihle for me not to wiſh you. well 
Jour enemies and mine clamor on, an 
do, you continue to render: yourlel 

s eſteem 
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ery hopeful young man. I 1 
1055 CE: and have great efteem'fo 
mily, hefe Honor and abilities as. 
in a manner natural. Theſe motives. 
would ſuffice to you to advance him: 


but for their operation it is neceſſary to 


make him known to you. 

At this moment I have a letter from 
Mr. Paris, familiarly demanding things 
impoſſible, though I had already told him 
that I had neither power -nor inclination. 
to ſerve him, I pray you tell him fo 


again: for I will not anſwer him. 


admire the holy front of thoſe gentlemen : 

when once they have taken it into their 
heads that they ſupport the cauſe of hea- 
ven, they talk and act with a haughtineſs 
which God cannot approve, and which 
is certainly inſupportable to men. It is 
not favors they aſk, but orders they give. 


F imagine, count, that! your department 1 
muſt be of all the moſt diſagreable; for, 


if 8 will ſpeak . o eee | 


_ - 


f 1% J 
+ Ly they contradict you by a paſſage from 
00 the Bible; Tam in pain to know whe- 

+ BK therthat race K men be as neceſſa 

. | the world as it is troubleſome to It. True 
VE it is that we have authority in our hands; 
9 and this is what grieves them greatly: 
u. let us guard it with care, and make it 
= feared, leſt they make themſelves feared 
5 BE. their turn; and ſubjety the crown to 
8 But as to my bung thiagaif'sy WE) a 
5 nothing at preſent that may fiir him, he 
ell will ſtay : I do not deſire you to diſplace” 
| any one, or to do- an uy to NUT in 
order to oblige me. e wor 8 K 
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ak cardinal de Bran 16. * | 


F 1 OUR og iackes me, 8 
you have deſerved it; and if I 


do it, as if you were worthy of it. But 
there are ſome chin which I can neither 
aſk nor obtain. 
were ſome years ago: you were poor, 
but happy and amiable: your ambition 
and my kindneſs ſpoiled. you. Scarce 


had you got into office, when the differ- 
ence appeared between the knack of mak- 


ing little verſes and the art of governing. 
The faults you daily committed in the 


moſt difficult of departments, grieved 
me: but I durſt not believe you incapa- 
ble, and I attributed to the want of ex- 


perience what I ought to have attribut- 
ed to the want of underſtanding. I hop- 
ed on, till it proved indiſpeniable to diſ- 


miſs you. You are not ignorant that 1 
have 


4 
, 


3 * 


Who had been ambaſſador at Views, and ab. 
terwards miniſter of ſtate. 


; could. N your fortune, 1 ſtill would 
y 


demember what you 


venue and high dignities. 
fortunate in one particular; which is, not 


[L 109 J 


have : perſmolly much to complain of vou: 


nevertheleſs, all my reſentment confines 


itſelf to ſpeak neither good nor ill of you. 


I kept the ſilence that became me; an 

if you have at laſt fallen a facrifice, it is 
not to me, but to the public. 
we ſeriouſly: why do you fo bitterly 


deplore your pretended diſgrace? What 
have you loſt? the uneaſineſſes and tor- 
ments of ambition; and you have reco- 


vered reſt and liberty with 'a great re- 
You are un- 


to be ſenſible of your immediate happi- 


neſs, and to regret the trouble, ſolicitude, 


and pain that attend the adminiſtration 
of public affairs. All theſe reflexions are 


juſt, though my heart does not taſte 


them ſo truly as my head: and were I 
in your 


my weakneſs, and tell it to nobody. I 
am aſhamed to preach to you: it was 


rather from you that I ought to have ex- 
ed animations to ſuffer patiently the 


vanities of the world and of grandeur. 
To return to the ſubject of your let- 
ter, this is my e which I ſhall 
never alter, I never ſhall oppoſe your 
nn, 


Yet talk 


place, I. ſhould perhaps be as 
weak as yourſelf; but I ſhould bluſh at 
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7 E r 1 * Mr, 
V. „Stanley s extravagant propoſals, 


af that the court. of London Was not ſeri- 
xxl ouſly diſpoſed to Peace ; and your diſ- 
$7 patches confirm ous opinic on; Mr. Pitt is a 
TH quibbler, who treats not in earneſt: he 


is but playing. a farce, However we 

muſt carry it through, and prove tha 
Engliſh in the Wrong before all Europe, 

88 | by expoling. their ambition and diſinclina- 
. tion fto peace. Vet i it is not doubted here 
„ that in- the main they have almoſt ag 
much need of it as we. Their debt is 

immenſe and daily increaſing, ſoldiers 

4; and ſailors begin to fail them; and I know! 
ty not whether their credit, Which is their 
. ſole ſupport, will; be able to ſtand much 
1 longer: properly ſpeaking, our wars with 
that nation are mere mercantile wars, 

and ſo much the harder to terminate, 

| becauſe the ſpirit of commerce will admit 

341 no rival, A 0 A. thouſand individuals of 
$2 London,, who make great fortunes by 


the uin and ale of their very; edunn 
5 (0089: : f trymen, 


B ; _ 3 112 5 1 
| en, conld wiſh: the cruel game to 
lalt for ever. Fhey can eaſily purchaſe 


the miniſtry and parliament in 4 coun- 


try where every thing is to be ſold; ſo 


mat, when the merchants have declared 
wuar on the royal exchange, it muſt be 
declared at St.-James's within half a year 


ora twelvemonth after, Such is the great 

obſlacle to peace, till the king of Eng- 
land ſhall have miniſters of honor 3 
to: wifh the public weal; and to. deſpiſe 

_ enfich themſelves the deſolation of 

the people. 45 

Fou ſay 9 anauey at Tb 

very geen: L do not doubt it. 


arrogant miniſter. We here ſet you the 
example of patience : ſuffer genere 
for your king and country: and earn che 
true glory of a eitizen. In your neę 

tiations conduct yourſelf watt mödelty 
without meanneſs: baughtineſs is ridicu- 


- Jous in the vanquiſhed. Whatever be 
the ſucceſs of this attempt, endeavor 


above all to do honor at once to yourſelf 
and your friends. Preſent my moſt hum- 
ble reſpects to that perſonage who has 
much over: and good - will towards us. 


ers SL Concert 


the clamors and 17 th of thoſe WhO 


1 9 
is 


Tou are expoſed to the inſults of a bru- | 
tal people, and to the conternpt of an 


8 5 5 "TO " 
+ 13 J — 


concert meaſures with that friend;, make 


us more ſuch; preponderate, if poſſible, 
by the weight of the worthy, the faction 


n of low and intereſted men, who prefer 


the war that enriches them, to the peace 


that enriches dul their country. 3 
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LETTER 1 1 
7 the lady of the marſhal Bre. 


„ 
Rs IRS, 


1761. 


— 


Mon, your fone does me 


honor, and your grief touches me 


a greatly; but it is impoſſible for me to | 


relieve you. The king is very angry,. 


and I believe. that the marſha! is not 


blameleſs. He would yanquiſh: alone, 
and he has been ther. His anta- 


goniſt defends himſelf ſtoutly; he has a 


letter in his pocket that ſeems to juſtify. 
him. Yet am I ready to allow- any thing 
in favor of the marſhal : he is brave, n 


underſtands war perfectly; he is ſaid to 


be ouronly captain whom the enemy fears 
and regards, and the only one who can 


make us forget count Saxe, who was the 


tutelar angel of France. Thus his glory 
is ſecure, and indemnifies him abundant- 
ly for the loſs of favor. Many are there- 
fore the grounds of conſolation, madam, 
till ſuch time as fortune ſhall change. 


The king is gracious, he has much eſteem. 
for the marſhal ; and you. have every 


OY 


5 thing to hope. You. 


ws Over. 
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EL E T T E . N 
7 the marſhal de Sov B TIN ö 76 
T YESTE *RDAY ſa the jolly. German 


prince“, who mentiened you with 
great eſteem : he doubtleſs knew he did 
me pleaſure. He owns. that you have not. 
always been fortunate in war, but is con- 
vinced you have always deſerved to be ſo. 
The famous Furenne loft battles: take 

eomfort. The king however is very: 
melancholy : this conſtant train of ill 

fucceſs in the moſt juſt and neceſſary war 
that ever was, rnfibly diſtreffes his pater- 
nal heart. He ſuffers from whatever his- 
g prog ſuffer. he ſigns no edict of impoſt 
but with a groan. One muſt have ſeen 
him in theſe} times of humiliation and ad- 
verſity, to judge with- propriety. of him: 
he has a fine and. generous ſoul. Right 
is for us, and heaven for our enemies: 
noe: we e the deep deſigns of: prov idence. 
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T * 1 
Be this how it may, the laſt hand bas 
been put to what is called a maſterpiece {4 
of politics, the family-compazt; and, 
what France would not have dared either 
to aſk or to hope in happier times, ſhe 
has obtained in the midſt of her diſgra- 


ces. The French are now Spaniards, 1 : 


and the Spaniards are French. Now is 
it peculiarly, that chere are no more PIrenees, 
as "nd: Lewis XIV. Much is expected 
from this ſtroke of Nate, and the Hngliſn 
will not be over pleaſed with it. They 
will be obliged to ſeparate their force to 
' make head againſt the Spaniards, who _ 
have a very fine fleet, a good army and 
good officers. - It is refolved to compel 
the Portugueſe to declare themſelves : 
their neutrality is more prejudicial to our 


intereſt than an open war, by the ſuc- 


cours of every kind they miniſter to the 
Engliſh, to whom they prove moſt hum- 
ble ſervants, It is comical to ſee a king 
of fifty in tuition, with a fantom of au- 
thority, reigning without glory and with- 
out liberty. A nation, who has any 
ſenſe of honor, muſt live or die inde- 


pendant, and not render itſelf to no pur- " 


poſe a ridiculous and contemptible ſlave. 
The Spaniſh miniſter behaves with much 
zeal 20d ardor. However, it is thought 


that 
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